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On May 5, Peru's electoral council (Jurado Nacional de Elecciones, JNE) officially confirmed the reelection of President Alberto Fujimori. Fujimori, who will govern until the year 2000, received 64.42%
of the vote in the April 9 elections (see NotiSur, 04/14/95). When he begins his second term on July
28, Fujimori will have a supportive legislature to continue the policies begun during his first term.
After the confirmation, Fujimori expressed his readiness for the "giant task" awaiting him. "The
foundation for the reconstruction of the country has already been laid the fight against terrorism,
hyperinflation, and international isolation," he said. "Now we must channel foreign and national
investment, within the security that we have achieved, to generate employment and development
for the country."
Earlier, on April 24, Fujimori announced that his Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria (C90-NM) coalition
would not participate in municipal elections in November. He said C90-NM would not run
candidates in local elections to provide more opportunity for independent candidates. Fujimori
also said he would announce his new cabinet before his second term begins. While Fujimori
has indicated that some cabinet positions will be changed, he has said that Economy Minister
Jorge Camet, Justice Minister Fernando Vega Santa Gadea, and Foreign Relations Minister Efrain
Goldenberg will stay on. He also said his vice presidents, businessman Ricardo Marquez and
university president Cesar Paredes, will play active roles in the new administration. His first-term
vice presidents, Maximo San Roman and Carlos Garcia, were both dismissed when they opposed
Fujimori's April 1992 "self-coup" with which he assumed dictatorial powers.
The JNE completed the official count of the national balloting on April 23. The results indicated that,
for the first time, Peru's legislature will be headed by a woman, Martha Chavez, a staunch Fujimori
supporter. The legislative presidency traditionally goes to the deputy who wins the most votes
nationally. In the unicameral legislature, 67 of the 120 seats will be held by Cambio 90 delegates,
giving Fujimori a comfortable majority. The opposition will be led by Javier Perez de Cuellar's
Union por el Peru (UPP), with 17 seats. The legislature will be dominated by representatives of
coalitions and independents, rather than members of traditional political parties. The strongest of
the traditional parties is the Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana (APRA), the party of former
president Alan Garcia (1985-1990), which received 4% of the vote and will have eight seats in the
new legislature. None of the traditional parties received more than 5% of the vote, meaning they will
all have to go through the cumbersome process of reregistering to continue as legally constituted
parties. In fact, the top four vote getters in the elections, representing more than 90% of the votes,
were independent candidates.
One coalition, however, is moving in the opposite direction and becoming a party. Perez de Cuellar,
who received 21.81% of the April vote, announced on May 2 that he will begin the process to register
his UPP movement as a political party. While the margin of Fujimori's victory in the April elections
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surprised many analysts, it was not without incident. On April 26, the head of the Organization
of American States (OAS) observer team for the Peruvian elections, Santiago Murray, said the
"anomalies" in the elections, in particular the disappearance of 37,000 registration documents in
Lima and numerous other voter lists in Huanaco and Juliaca, were serious but not sufficient to
question the outcome of the elections. However, Murray said he had reviewed the irregularities
with the head of the JNE, which is conducting its own internal investigation. In addition, a special
prosecutor has been appointed and several arrests are expected.
Meanwhile, shortly after his resounding victory, Fujimori has found himself in the midst of a
controversy over human rights, an issue that plagued his first term. Two retired generals were
arrested recently and charged with disloyalty and injuring the country after making statements
criticizing the way Fujimori and the military handled the border conflict earlier this year with
Ecuador. Retired Gen. Walter Ledesma was arrested on April 20, and retired Gen. Carlos Mauricio
was detained the following day. Mauricio ran for congress on the UPP slate and both men supported
Perez de Cuellar's candidacy. The international human rights organization, Human Rights Watch
Americas, questioned the arrests and asked Fujimori to reconsider the charges, which they said
violate the men's freedom of speech. The two were quoted in the respected opposition magazine
Caretas, whose lawyers said the arrests are a new blow to freedom of expression in Peru.
In addition, Perez de Cuellar has formally asked the OAS to intervene in the case. He filed a letter
with the OAS Human Rights Commission on April 30 in which he pointed out that the remarks
were made after the April 9 elections and that both men are now retired, therefore enjoying
the same rights and privileges to express themselves as other civilians. The military, on the
other hand, says the men are still governed by the military code that forbids military personnel
from making statements "prejudicial to the prestige of the armed forces or concerning a foreign
conflict." (Sources: Notimex, 04/23/95; Inter Press Service, 04/24/95; United Press International,
04/22-24/95; 04/26/95, 05/02/95, 05/03/95; Reuter, 04/30/95, 05/05/95; Agence France-Presse, 05/05/95)
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